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Hi, Everyone!

July's blast covers homebound services, outreach to new patrons, and how libraries aid in
combating the loneliness epidemic. According to USA Today's May 2024 article,
Mississippi ranks second in the highest rates of loneliness in the United States. As
community hubs, public libraries by existence help address issues resulting from chronic
isolation. Please see below for simple outreach ideas and anecdotes for raising library
awareness and making your library services accessible to all.

As always, if you have any questions feel free to reach out!

More about Loneliness, Social Isolation, and Libraries
e Library Fosters Social Connection- Resources and Webinar

e Loneliness and Social Isolation Are Common in Rural America- Is
'Social Infrastructure' the Solution?

¢ Hungry for Connection: Addressing Loneliness through the Library

Welcome packets for New Patrons and Residents
e New Patron Welcome Kit- Digital Resources
e Library Welcome Center Checklist - PDF
e Sugar Grove Public Library- New Patron Brochure- PDF

e Ways to Maximize Your Library's Welcome Kit

Homebound Services
e Special Delivery- Homebound Services Expand for Growing Families
e Sims Library Homebound Program, Qualifications and Safety Policy

e Spartanburg Public Library Offers Homebound Services for Those
Unable to Travel
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https://www.usatoday.com/money/blueprint/health-insurance/loneliest-states-america/
https://www.webjunction.org/events/webjunction/libraries-foster-social-connection.html
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/rural-monitor/social-infrastructure
https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/hungry-for-connection-addressing-loneliness-through-the-library#:~:text=LIBRARIES ARE PUBLIC HEALTH&text=Libraries possess the physical infrastructure,the lens of public health.
https://chathamlibrary.org/new-patrons/
https://files.constantcontact.com/29121f53901/0a839c15-6a79-4df1-9f30-b3150fef2480.pdf?_gl=1*mfotv4*_gcl_au*MTc1ODkyOTY5LjE3MTk1ODY3OTQ.*_ga*NzMyOTk2OGMtYzA4Ni00NzYyLTg0NmMtNGZiYTU5YmY5MmVk*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyMDUzMTQ4Ni4xLjEuMTcyMDUzMjYwMS4xMC4wLjA.
https://files.constantcontact.com/29121f53901/054d1ce6-6d71-46a7-b31d-6a2e2a4345f1.pdf?_gl=1*u590s7*_gcl_au*MTc1ODkyOTY5LjE3MTk1ODY3OTQ.*_ga*NzMyOTk2OGMtYzA4Ni00NzYyLTg0NmMtNGZiYTU5YmY5MmVk*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyMDUzMTQ4Ni4xLjEuMTcyMDUzMjYwMi45LjAuMA..
https://www.bookbrowse.com/blogs/editor/index.cfm/2018/5/21/Ways-to-Maximize-Your-Librarys-Welcome-Kit
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2023/06/01/special-delivery/
https://www.simslib.org/homebound-service
https://www.goupstate.com/story/news/2021/01/12/spartanburg-county-public-library-offers-homebound-services/4138622001/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=d3804f29-0bfc-4bd8-a575-220092d4b35f
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